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DYLAN BAKER, SUFFERING
FOR HIS ART (AND FOR
THE AUTHOR, RIGHT).

" HELLO, FRIENDS. |
MOUNTAIN, AND I'D
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LIKE TO TELL YOU ABOUT IT.
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; ifeti . the making. Jaws had me drawing bloody limbs in crayon at five. Later,
Cro:llt;l?:rag*lslfgt:;fl lc:nre:smturtzts stflked my dreams. FANGOI'UA'bit me in the neck at 11 [I{alloween
III issue!), and I haven't shed its spell since. That was my life in 1982 (like manyt here). It's a sweet
thrill to tell kindred souls about my first movie, in tht‘:'. greatest monster I_llagazme ever. I goof off
for a living, but now, with Outpost — my lifelong leap into the best genre in the world — I hope to

weird out. I also hope to explain why now's a good time to get weird. | -.
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PHOTOS BY: (BACKGROUND, TOP AND BOTTOM LEFT) MATT WILLIAMS, (BOTTOM RIGHT] 55
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storica ["_'_:-:-_Fl':-Plﬂéﬁidomlnated by

me 'f-m&yfﬂmd-creature she runs

!r@lg‘bo&h real and not real. But

no malter. This is primal terror.

Terror of being hunted. Not so long

ago we were tiny little shrews fleeing
verything else. “Run don't be food run

dort’t be_food run don't be food!" Kate

has that predator in her head. all the

time. She can’t outrun it. Oufpost is

lizard brain horror.
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This genre's a shapeshilter and a
party crasher. It evolves constantly
and shows up in places uninvited all
the time. One of the billion things
| love about it. It belongs to no one,

but its DNA is in every single sucker
out there. In that sense, I expect that
the guy from Superbad and Brooklyn
Nine-Nine will piss a lot of people ofl,
because everyone will be waiting for
the wink, and there is no wink. It
never comes. Outpost has me on all
fours, bones cracking, fingertips
splitting, face stretching into a
snout. You won't recognize me here.
We shot in July of 2021 (in

Coolin, Idaho, and Spokane,
Washington) on a 16-day schedule,
with about 40 people, cast included.
Half that time was spent at 6300 [t,
at the summit of Sundance Moun-
tain. Daily, it took us an hour up, an
hour down, Hairpin switchbacks with
sheer drop-ofls kept the actors awake
for the early calls. If this movie works
at all, it's only because of them. My
wife (and tortured hero Kate) Beth
Dover gave me a lesson in grit. She's
gol a ton of it. My DP Frank Barrera,
whom I've known since I was 17, and
| agreed there was no reason to make
this movie unless we shol in an actual
tower. The reality of that choice spat
in our face every day. Our first scout
in 2019 had the whole tower in log,
We shot listed for over a year knowing
we weren't even guaranteed a vista,
Wind and bugs were regulars. Rogue
gusls stole our tents. No cover sets

if it rained. We fought reflections in
360-degree windows. Five-person
weight limit at the top. Our galler
had acrophobia. An aclor, vertigo,
Equipment got tied down nightly ar

PHOTOS BY MATT WILLIAMS

lost. Overall, it took us three years

to get there. Before that, we lost a
producer and two stunt coordinators.
In summer 2020, COVID blew us up
two weeks before rolling. | had to wait
another year. Like Kate, | was at the
end of my rope and convinced the
world was against me. Would I ever
be heard? It nearly broke me. But
also like Kate, I just fought harder,
screamed louder.

There's redemption and ruin in
this tale, but Outpost is mostly a story
about pain, and what happens if you
run from it. How il always catches
up. How it will control what you see,
what you hear. It governs what's real.
It commands what you do. If you don't
[ace your demons. the demons will
come to face you.

[ don’t have to sell you on the
idea that the last two years have
been a flat-out horror show. Yet we're
pretending it's nol, we're pretending
we're fine. You can expect Outpost Lo
show you why that's super fucking
dangerous. But perhaps it also reveals
that surrendering to the pain is the
way out. Maybe If we face how weird,
how WTF we all [eel right now, we'll
survive this madness. ] (hink Kale is
the perfect symbol of the [renzy
riding just under the surlace of
things here in the early 2020s. This
untethered [eeling is rampant in
Outpost and, weirdly, I think iUll help
people connect to it. We're all twisting
in the wind, with only cach other o
hang onto. Don't choose (o be alone
out there. Bad things will lind you.
Think of Outpost as a (rembling,
oul-strelched hand. '

It would be so lovely il you

took il. @
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